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King Lear is perhaps the most fierce and moving play ever written. And yet there is a curious puzzle at its
center. The figure to whom Shakespeare gives more lines than anyone except the king—Edgar—has often
seemed little more than a blank, ignored and unloved, a belated moralizer who, try as he may, can never truly
speak to the play’s savaged heart. He saves his blinded father from suicide, but even this act of care is
shadowed by suspicions of evasiveness and bad faith.

In Poor Tom, Simon Palfrey asks us to go beyond any such received understandings—and thus to experience
King Lear as never before. He argues that the part of Edgar is Shakespeare’s most radical experiment in
characterization, and his most exhaustive model of both human and theatrical possibility. The key to the
Edgar character is that he spends most of the play disguised, much of it as “Poor Tom of Bedlam,” and his
disguises come to uncanny life. The Edgar role is always more than one person; it animates multitudes, past
and present and future, and gives life to states of being beyond the normal reach of the senses—undead, or
not-yet, or ghostly, or possible rather than actual. And because the Edgar role both connects and retunes all
of the figures and scenes in King Lear, close attention to this particular part can shine stunning new light on
how the whole play works.

The ultimate message of Palfrey’s bravura analysis is the same for readers or actors or audiences as it is for
the characters in the play: see and listen feelingly; pay attention, especially when it seems as though there is
nothing there.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Vazquez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Poor Tom: Living "King Lear" can be fine book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Allison Sala:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Poor Tom: Living "King Lear" the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Poor Tom: Living "King Lear" giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kim Salgado:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Poor Tom: Living "King Lear" can be the
solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Jennifer Pittman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Poor Tom: Living "King Lear" when you required it?
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