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Tokugawa Japan ranks with ancient Athens as a society that not only tolerated, but celebrated, male
homosexual behavior. Few scholars have seriously studied the subject, and until now none have satisfactorily
explained the origins of the tradition or elucidated how its conventions reflected class structure and gender
roles. Gary P. Leupp fills the gap with a dynamic examination of the origins and nature of the tradition.
Based on a wealth of literary and historical documentation, this study places Tokugawa homosexuality in a
global context, exploring its implications for contemporary debates on the historical construction of sexual
desire.

Combing through popular fiction, law codes, religious works, medical treatises, biographical material, and
artistic treatments, Leupp traces the origins of pre-Tokugawa homosexual traditions among monks and
samurai, then describes the emergence of homosexual practices among commoners in Tokugawa cities. He
argues that it was "nurture" rather than "nature" that accounted for such conspicuous male/male sexuality and
that bisexuality was more prevalent than homosexuality. Detailed, thorough, and very readable, this study is
the first in English or Japanese to address so comprehensively one of the most complex and intriguing
aspects of Japanese history.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Ratcliff:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Male Colors: The Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan.

James Gardner:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is Male Colors: The Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Virginia Hause:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Male Colors: The Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan was filled
with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.

Jerry Ingle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Male
Colors: The Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan.
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