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In 1903, on Coney Island, an elephant named Topsy was electrocuted, and over the past century, this bizarre,
ghoulish execution has reverberated through popular culture with the whiff of urban legend. But it really
happened, and many historical forces conspired to bring Topsy, Thomas Edison, and those 6600 volts of
alternating current together that day. Tracing them all in Topsy The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed
Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison, journalist Michael Daly weaves together
a fascinating popular history, the first book on this astonishing tale.

At the turn of the century, the circus in America was at its apex with the circuses of P.T. Barnum and Adam
Forepaugh (or 4-Paw) competing in a War of the Elephants, with declarations of whose pachyderms were
younger, bigger, or more “sacred”. This brought Topsy to America, fraudulently billed as the first native-
born, and caught between the circus disputes and the War of the Currents, in which Edison and George
Westinghouse (and Nikola Tesla) battled over alternating versus direct current.

Rich in period Americana, and full of circus tidbits and larger than life characters—both human and
elephant—Topsy is a touching tale and an entertaining read.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T.
Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication
Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas
Edison is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the
book Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard,
Thomas Edison. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Marina Tijerina:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas
Edison.

Michael Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked
Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison publication written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written
with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still skepticism Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum,
and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Tiffany Hernandez:

You may get this Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the
American Wizard, Thomas Edison by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be



your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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