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Inspired by various experiences from his childhood, Jim LaMarche, beloved illustrator of A Story for Bear
and The Elves and the Shoemaker, brings this touching story about one boy's unexpected summer as a river
rat to life with his bold, picturesque paintings.

Nicky isn't one bit happy about spending the summer with his grandma in the Wisconsin woods; he'd much
rather be back in the city. He's not too thrilled about all the chores either—especially fishing. Before long,
though, a raft appears in the nearby river, and it changes everything. As Nicky explores, the raft works a
subtle magic on the obstinate young boy, opening up the wonders all around him: the animals of river and
woods, his grandmother's humor and wisdom, and his own special talent as an artist.

This is a serene story about a summer in the woods, appreciating things—and people—in a whole new light,
and discovering one's own talents. School Library Journal proclaimed, "this dazzling picture book is an
artistic triumph." A note from the author describes the similarities between LaMarche's and Nicky's life.

Supports the Common Core State Standards
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Raft. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book The Raft. You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
read.

Francine Nott:

The book The Raft can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the great thing like a book The Raft? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in
which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book The Raft has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Darron Hiller:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Raft is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Cynthia Kipp:

Typically the book The Raft will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to
you. The book The Raft is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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