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Explorer, scientist, writer, and humanist, Alexander von Humboldt was the most famous intellectual of the
age that began with Napoleon and ended with Darwin. With Cosmos, the book that crowned his career,
Humboldt offered to the world his vision of humans and nature as integrated halves of a single whole. In it,
Humboldt espoused the idea that, while the universe of nature exists apart from human purpose, its beauty
and order, the very idea of the whole it composes, are human achievements: cosmos comes into being in the
dance of world and mind, subject and object, science and poetry.

Humboldt’s science laid the foundations for ecology and inspired the theories of his most important scientific
disciple, Charles Darwin. In the United States, his ideas shaped the work of Emerson, Thoreau, Poe, and
Whitman. They helped spark the American environmental movement through followers like John Muir and
George Perkins Marsh. And they even bolstered efforts to free the slaves and honor the rights of Indians.

Laura Dassow Walls here traces Humboldt’s ideas for Cosmos to his 1799 journey to the Americas, where he
first experienced the diversity of nature and of the world’s peoples—and envisioned a new cosmopolitanism
that would link ideas, disciplines, and nations into a global web of knowledge and cultures. In reclaiming
Humboldt’s transcultural and transdisciplinary project, Walls situates America in a lively and contested field
of ideas, actions, and interests, and reaches beyond to a new worldview that integrates the natural and social
sciences, the arts, and the humanities.

To the end of his life, Humboldt called himself “half an American,” but ironically his legacy has largely
faded in the United States. The Passage to Cosmos will reintroduce this seminal thinker to a new audience
and return America to its rightful place in the story of his life, work, and enduring legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and
the Shaping of America.

Elmer Pereira:

This The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and
the Shaping of America without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of
America can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the
Shaping of America having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Charles Kinsella:

Typically the book The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Passage to Cosmos:
Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Matthew Sammons:

You will get this The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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