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As Korea has developed and modernized, music has come to play a central role as a symbol of national
identity. Nationalism has been stage managed by scholars, journalists and, from the beginning of the 1960s,
by the state, as music genres have been documented, preserved and promoted as 'Intangible Cultural
Properties'. Practitioners have been appointed 'holders' or, in everyday speech, 'Human Cultural Properties',
to maintain, perform and teach exemplary versions of tradition. Over the last few years, the Korean
preservation system has become a model for UNESCO's 'Living Human Treasures' and 'Masterpieces of the
Oral and Intangible Heritage of Mankind'. In this volume, Keith Howard provides the first comprehensive
analysis in English of the system. He documents court music and dance, Confucian and shaman ritual music,
folksongs, the professional folk-art genres of p'ansori ('epic storytelling through song') and sanjo ('scattered
melodies'), and more, as well as instrument making, food preparation and liquor distilling - a good
performance, after all, requires wine to flow. The extensive documentation reflects considerable fieldwork,
discussion and questioning carried out over a 25-year period, and blends the voices of scholars, government
officials, performers, craftsmen and the general public. By interrogating both contemporary and historical
data, Howard negotiates the debates and critiques that surround this remarkable attempt to protect local and
national music and other performance arts and crafts. An accompanying CD illustrates many of the music
genres considered, featuring many master musicians including some who have now died. The preservation of
music and other performance arts and crafts is part of the contemporary zeitgeist, yet occupies contested
territory. This is particularly true when the concept of 'tradition' is invoked. Within Korea, the recognition of
the fragility of indigenous music inherited from earlier times is balanced by an awareness of the need to
maintain identity as lifestyles change in response to modernization and globalization. Howard argues that
Korea, and the world, is a better place when the richness of indigenous music is preserved and promoted.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Watkins:

The book Preserving Korean Music: Intangible Cultural Properties as Icons of Identity : Perspectives on
Korean Music (Soas Musicology) (Soas Musicology) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Preserving Korean
Music: Intangible Cultural Properties as Icons of Identity : Perspectives on Korean Music (Soas Musicology)
(Soas Musicology) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a
book Preserving Korean Music: Intangible Cultural Properties as Icons of Identity : Perspectives on Korean
Music (Soas Musicology) (Soas Musicology). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Gene Kistler:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Preserving Korean Music: Intangible Cultural
Properties as Icons of Identity : Perspectives on Korean Music (Soas Musicology) (Soas Musicology) was
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve Preserving Korean Music: Intangible Cultural Properties as Icons of Identity
: Perspectives on Korean Music (Soas Musicology) (Soas Musicology) is not only giving you more new
information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Preserving Korean Music: Intangible Cultural
Properties as Icons of Identity : Perspectives on Korean Music (Soas Musicology) (Soas Musicology). You
never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Paul Breen:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work the following
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Preserving Korean Music: Intangible Cultural Properties as Icons of
Identity : Perspectives on Korean Music (Soas Musicology) (Soas Musicology) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Donald Burgess:

Beside this Preserving Korean Music: Intangible Cultural Properties as Icons of Identity : Perspectives on



Korean Music (Soas Musicology) (Soas Musicology) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Preserving Korean Music: Intangible Cultural Properties as Icons of Identity : Perspectives on Korean Music
(Soas Musicology) (Soas Musicology) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss it? Find this book and read it from now!
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