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The period of reform, revolution, and reaction that characterized seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe
also witnessed an intensified interest in lesbians. In scientific treatises and orientalist travelogues, in French
court gossip and Dutch court records, in passionate verse, in the rising novel, and in cross-dressed flirtations
on the English and Spanish stage, poets, playwrights, philosophers, and physicians were placing sapphic
relations before the public eye.            
 
In The Sexuality of History, Susan S. Lanser shows how intimacies between women became harbingers of
the modern, bringing the sapphic into the mainstream of some of the most significant events in Western
Europe. Ideas about female same-sex relations became a focal point for intellectual and cultural contests
between authority and liberty, power and difference, desire and duty, mobility and change, order and
governance. Lanser explores the ways in which a historically specific interest in lesbians intersected with,
and stimulated, systemic concerns that would seem to have little to do with sexuality. Departing from the
prevailing trend of queer reading whereby scholars ferret out hidden content in “closeted” texts, Lanser
situates overtly erotic representations within wider spheres of interest.  The Sexuality of History shows that
just as we can understand sexuality by studying the past, so too can we understand the past by studying
sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Deloris Wagner:

This The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This particular The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 without we realize
teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The
Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 having good arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Christina Ochs:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the
Sapphic, 1565-1830 is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Katherin Buerger:

You can get this The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Robin Adams:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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