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THE SCARLET LETTER is an 1850 work of fiction in a historical setting, written by Nathaniel Hawthorne,
and is considered to be his best work. Set in 17th-century Puritan Boston, Massachusetts, during the years
1642 to 1649, it tells the story of Hester Prynne, who conceives a daughter through an affair and struggles to
create a new life of repentance and dignity. Throughout the book, Hawthorne explores themes of legalism,
sin, and guilt.

20th-century writer D. H. Lawrence said that there could not be a more perfect work of the American
imagination than The Scarlet Letter. Henry James once said of the novel, "It is beautiful, admirable,
extraordinary; it has in the highest degree that merit which I have spoken of as the mark of Hawthorne's best
things-an indefinable purity and lightness of conception...One can often return to it; it supports familiarity
and has the inexhaustible charm and mystery of great works of art."

The book's immediate and lasting success are due to the way it addresses spiritual and moral issues from a
uniquely American standpoint. In 1850, adultery was an extremely risqué subject, but because Hawthorne
had the support of the New England literary establishment, it passed easily into the realm of appropriate
reading. It has been said that this work represents the height of Hawthorne's literary genius, dense with terse
descriptions. It remains relevant for its philosophical and psychological depth, and continues to be read as a
classic tale on a universal theme.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Villalon:

This The Scarlet Letter (Wisehouse Classics Edition) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of The Scarlet Letter (Wisehouse Classics Edition) without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Scarlet Letter
(Wisehouse Classics Edition) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Scarlet Letter
(Wisehouse Classics Edition) having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Cheryl Taylor:

Often the book The Scarlet Letter (Wisehouse Classics Edition) has a lot details on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Jeannette Coleman:

This The Scarlet Letter (Wisehouse Classics Edition) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for
some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this The Scarlet Letter (Wisehouse Classics
Edition) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get
through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean
in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and
also knowledge.

Antonio Mock:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Scarlet Letter (Wisehouse Classics
Edition) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Scarlet Letter (Wisehouse
Classics Edition).
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