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Early in the Civil War, Louisiana's Confederate government sanctioned a militia unit of black troops, the
Louisiana Native Guards. Intended as a response to demands from members of New Orleans' substantial free
black population that they be permitted to participate in the defense of their state, the unit was used by
Confederate authorities for public display and propaganda purposes but was not allowed to fight. After the
fall of New Orleans, General Benjamin F. Butler brought the Native Guards into Federal military service and
increased their numbers with runaway slaves. He intended to use the troops for guard duty and heavy labor.
His successor, Nathaniel P. Banks, did not trust the black Native Guard officers, and as he replaced them
with white commanders, the mistreatment and misuse of the black troops steadily increased. The first large-
scale deployment of the Native Guards occurred in May, 1863, during the Union siege of Port Hudson,
Louisiana, when two of their regiments were ordered to storm an impregnable hilltop position. Although the
soldiers fought valiantly, the charge was driven back with extensive losses. The white officers and the
northern press praised the tenacity and fighting ability of the black troops, but they were still not accepted on
the same terms as their white counterparts. After the war, Native Guard veterans took up the struggle for
civil rights - in particular, voting rights - for Louisiana's black population. The Louisiana Native Guards is
the first account to consider that struggle. By documenting their endeavors through Reconstruction, James G.
Hollandsworth places the Native Guards' military service in the broader context of a civil rights movement
thatpredates more recent efforts by a hundred years. This remarkable work presents a vivid picture of men
eager to prove their courage and ability to a world determined to exploit and demean them.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Baughman:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Louisiana Native Guards: The Black
Military Experience During the Civil War will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suitable book with you?

Elizabeth Hart:

The Louisiana Native Guards: The Black Military Experience During the Civil War can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Louisiana Native Guards: The Black Military Experience During the
Civil War nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Roy Matsumoto:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Louisiana Native Guards: The Black Military Experience During the Civil War
this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book acceptable all of you.

Sylvia Ferland:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Louisiana Native Guards: The Black Military
Experience During the Civil War can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book
you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't



realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have
The Louisiana Native Guards: The Black Military Experience During the Civil War.
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