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The 'missile with a man in it' was known for its blistering speed and deadliness in air combat. The F-
104C flew more than 14,000 combat hours in Vietnam as a bomber escort, a Wild Weasel escort and a
close air support aircraft. Though many were sceptical of its ability to carry weapons, the Starfighter
gave a fine account of itself in the close air support role. It was also well known that the enemy were
especially reluctant to risk their valuable and scarce MiGs when the F-104 was escorting bombers over
North Vietnam or flying combat air patrols nearby. The missions were not without risk, and 14
Starfighters were lost during the war over a two-year period. This was not insignificant considering
that the USAF only had one wing of these valuable aircraft at the time, and wartime attrition and
training accidents also took quite a bite from the inventory.

While the F-105 Thunderchief and F-4 Phantom got most of the glory and publicity during the war in
Vietnam, the Lockheed F-104 Starfighter was not given much chance of surviving in a 'shooting war'. In the
event, it did that and much more. Although built in small numbers for the USAF, the F-104C fought and
survived for almost three years in Vietnam. Like its predecessor the F-100, the Starfighter was a mainstay of
Tactical Air Command and Air Defence Command, with whom it served with distinction as an air
superiority fighter and point defence interceptor. This small, tough and very fast fighter, dubbed 'The Missile
with a Man in It', was called upon to do things it was not specifically designed for, and did them admirably.
Among these were close air support and armed reconnaissance using bombs, rockets and other armaments
hung from its tiny wings, as well as its 20 mm Vulcan cannon, firing 6000 rounds per minute. The jet
participated in some of the most famous battles of the war, including the legendary Operation Bolo, in which
seven North Vietnamese MiGs went down in flames with no US losses. Even as it was fighting in Vietnam,
the Starfighter was being adopted by no fewer than six NATO air forces as well as Japan and Nationalist
China. It was later procured by Jordan, Turkey and Pakistan. The latter nation took the Starfighter to war
with India twice in the 1960s, and it also saw combat with Taiwan.

The story of the Starfighter in Vietnam is one of tragedy and of ultimate vindication. For decades the F-104's
contribution to the air war in Vietnam was downplayed and its role as a ground attack machine minimised.
Only in recent years has that assessment been re-evaluated, and the facts prove the Starfighter to have been
able to do its job as well or better than some of the other tactical aircraft sent to the theatre for just that
purpose.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Why? Because this F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Alejandro Koenig:

The book untitled F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The
author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Kathleen Huckaby:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat
(Combat Aircraft) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Aurora Ammon:

You may get this F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.



Download and Read Online F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat
(Combat Aircraft) Peter Davies #RG2PC76KHZ0



Read F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) by Peter
Davies for online ebook

F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) by Peter Davies Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) by Peter Davies books to read online.

Online F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) by Peter Davies ebook
PDF download

F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) by Peter Davies Doc

F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) by Peter Davies Mobipocket

F-104 Starfighter Units in Combat (Combat Aircraft) by Peter Davies EPub


