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Who counts as an American Indian? Which groups qualify as Indian tribes? These questions have become
increasingly complex in the past several decades, and federal legislation and the rise of tribal-owned casinos
have raised the stakes in the ongoing debate. In this revealing study, historian Mark Edwin Miller describes
how and why dozens of previously unrecognized tribal groups in the southeastern states have sought, and
sometimes won, recognition, often to the dismay of the Five Tribes—the Cherokees, Chickasaws, Choctaws,
Creeks, and Seminoles.

Miller explains how politics, economics, and such slippery issues as tribal and racial identity drive the
conflicts between federally recognized tribal entities like the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, and other
groups such as the Southeastern Cherokee Confederacy that also seek sovereignty. Battles over which groups
can claim authentic Indian identity are fought both within the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ Federal
Acknowledgment Process and in Atlanta, Montgomery, and other capitals where legislators grant state
recognition to Indian-identifying enclaves without consulting federally recognized tribes with similar names.

Miller’s analysis recognizes the arguments on all sides—both the scholars and activists who see tribal
affiliation as an individual choice, and the tribal governments that view unrecognized tribes as fraudulent.
Groups such as the Lumbees, the Lower Muscogee Creeks, and the Mowa Choctaws, inspired by the civil
rights movement and the War on Poverty, have evolved in surprising ways, as have traditional tribal
governments.

Describing the significance of casino gambling, the leader of one unrecognized group said, “It’s no longer a
matter of red; it’s a matter of green.” Either a positive or a negative development, depending on who is
telling the story, the casinos’ economic impact has clouded what were previously issues purely of law, ethics,
and justice. Drawing on both documents and personal interviews, Miller unravels the tangled politics of
Indian identity and sovereignty. His lively, clearly argued book will be vital reading for tribal leaders, policy
makers, and scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Nicholson:

This Claiming Tribal Identity: The Five Tribes and the Politics of Federal Acknowledgment is great book for
you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Claiming Tribal Identity: The Five Tribes and the Politics of Federal Acknowledgment in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Maurice Neely:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Claiming Tribal Identity: The Five Tribes and the Politics of Federal Acknowledgment provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

Wesley Binns:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you
personally is Claiming Tribal Identity: The Five Tribes and the Politics of Federal Acknowledgment this
book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Lee Witherspoon:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Claiming Tribal Identity: The Five Tribes and the Politics of Federal Acknowledgment which is finding the



e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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