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Los Angeles has always been a place of paradisal promise and apocalyptic undercurrents. Simone de
Beauvoir saw a kaleidoscopic "hall of mirrors," Aldous Huxley a "city of dreadful joy." Jack Kerouac found
a "huge desert encampment," David Thomson imagined "Marilyn Monroe, fifty miles long, lying on her side,
half-buried on a ridge of crumbling rock."

In Writing Los Angeles, The Library of America presents a glittering panorama in fiction, poetry, essays,
journalism, and diaries by more than seventy writers. It brings to life the entrancing surfaces and unsettling
contradictions of The City of Angels, from Raymond Chandler's evocation of murderous moods fed by the
Santa Ana winds to John Gregory Dunne's affectionate tribute to "the deceptive perspectives of the pale
subtropical light." Here are fascinating strata of Los Angeles history, from the 1920s oil boom to 1980s
graffiti art, from flamboyant evangelist Aimee Semple McPherson to surf music genius Brian Wilson, from
German emigré intellectuals to hard-bitten homicide cops. Here are fragile ecosystems, architectural
splendors, and social chasms, in the words of writers as various as M.F.K. Fisher, William Faulkner, Bertolt
Brecht, Evelyn Waugh, Octavio Paz, Joan Didion, Norman Mailer, Walter Mosley, Mona Simpson, and
Charles Mingus. Art Pepper discovers the Central Avenue of the 1940s jazz scene; screenwriter Robert
Towne reflects on Chinatown's origin; David Hockney teaches himself to drive; Pico Iyer finds at LAX "as
clear an image as exists today of the world we are about to enter."

Writing Los Angeles is an incomparable literary tour guide to a city of shifting identities and endless
surprises.
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From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Writing Los
Angeles: a Literary Anthology (Library of America) suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Writing Los Angeles: a Literary Anthology (Library
of America)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Karen Keegan:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Writing Los Angeles: a Literary Anthology (Library of America).

John Bennett:

The e-book with title Writing Los Angeles: a Literary Anthology (Library of America) contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Charles Collier:

This Writing Los Angeles: a Literary Anthology (Library of America) is new way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Writing Los
Angeles: a Literary Anthology (Library of America) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just



read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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