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In the mold of his acclaimed History of Beauty, renowned cultural critic Umberto Eco’s On Ugliness is an
exploration of the monstrous and the repellant in visual culture and the arts. What is the voyeuristic impulse
behind our attraction to the gruesome and the horrible? Where does the magnetic appeal of the sordid and the
scandalous come from? Is ugliness also in the eye of the beholder? Eco’s encyclopedic knowledge and
captivating storytelling skills combine in this ingenious study of the Ugly, revealing that what we often
shield ourselves from and shun in everyday life is what we’re most attracted to subliminally. Topics range
from Milton’s Satan to Goethe’s Mephistopheles; from witchcraft and medieval torture tactics to martyrs,
hermits, and penitents; from lunar births and disemboweled corpses to mythic monsters and sideshow freaks;
and from Decadentism and picturesque ugliness to the tacky, kitsch, and camp, and the aesthetics of excess
and vice. With abundant examples of painting and sculpture ranging from ancient Greek amphorae to Bosch,
Brueghel, and Goya among others, and with quotations from the most celebrated writers and philosophers of
each age, this provocative discussion explores in-depth the concepts of evil, depravity, and darkness in art
and literature.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Rayl:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled On Ugliness. Try to stumble through book On Ugliness as your pal. It
means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kimberly Franks:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of On Ugliness
book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Cami Raley:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled On Ugliness your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then
become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The On Ugliness
giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Harry Thomas:

This On Ugliness is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this On Ugliness can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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