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Many Americans, holding fast to the American Dream and the promise of equal opportunity, claim that
social class doesn't matter. Yet the ways we talk and dress, our interactions with authority figures, the degree
of trust we place in strangers, our religious beliefs, our achievements, our senses of morality and of
ourselves—all are marked by social class, a powerful factor affecting every domain of life. In Facing Social
Class, social psychologists Susan Fiske and Hazel Rose Markus, and a team of sociologists, anthropologists,
linguists, and legal scholars, examine the many ways we communicate our class position to others and how
social class shapes our daily, face-to-face interactions—from casual exchanges to interactions at school,
work, and home.

Facing Social Class exposes the contradiction between the American ideal of equal opportunity and the
harsh reality of growing inequality, and it shows how this tension is reflected in cultural ideas and values,
institutional practices, everyday social interactions, and psychological tendencies. Contributor Joan Williams
examines cultural differences between middle- and working-class people and shows how the cultural gap
between social class groups can influence everything from voting practices and political beliefs to work
habits, home life, and social behaviors. In a similar vein, Annette Lareau and Jessica McCrory Calarco
analyze the cultural advantages or disadvantages exhibited by different classes in institutional settings, such
as those between parents and teachers. They find that middle-class parents are better able to advocate
effectively for their children in school than are working-class parents, who are less likely to challenge a
teacher's authority.

Michael Kraus, Michelle Rheinschmidt, and Paul Piff explore the subtle ways we signal class status in social
situations. Conversational style and how close one person stands to another, for example, can influence the
balance of power in a business interaction. Diana Sanchez and Julie Garcia even demonstrate that markers of
low socioeconomic status such as incarceration or unemployment can influence whether individuals are
categorized as white or black—a finding that underscores how race and class may work in tandem to shape
advantage or disadvantage in social interactions.

The United States has one of the highest levels of income inequality and one of the lowest levels of social
mobility among industrialized nations, yet many Americans continue to buy into the myth that theirs is a
classless society. Facing Social Class faces the reality of how social class operates in our daily lives, why it
is so pervasive, and what can be done to alleviate its effects.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Wilkins:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found
difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Facing Social Class: How Societal
Rank Influences Interaction.

Donald Dickens:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Facing Social Class: How Societal Rank
Influences Interaction is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Lillian Robbins:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Facing Social Class:
How Societal Rank Influences Interaction is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

James Martin:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Facing Social Class: How Societal Rank Influences Interaction this book consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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