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From critically acclaimed military historian Gerald Astor comes Wings of Gold, the first account of how the
airplane transformed the U.S. Navy and paved the way to victory in the Pacific in World War II. Astor tracks
that fateful journey from its humble beginnings in 1910 when Eugene Ely flew the very first plane off the
deck of a U.S. Navy ship to the unprecedented air combat missions that helped defeat the Japanese.

Few naval aviators in World War II realized that when they earned their wings of gold they were about to
become test pilots for a whole new kind of combat. In their own words, these courageous fliers describe the
life-and-death air battles that defined the revolution in naval strategy that rose from the ashes of Pearl
Harbor, when fighter pilots watched in horror as Japanese carrier-launched aircraft bombed their planes and
airfields into smoking rubble.

While following the pilots’ firsthand reports of air strikes and blazing dogfights across the islands and atolls
of the Pacific, Astor explores the ways the U.S. Navy began its momentous transformation before the war.
Later, the critical role of aircraft carriers in the stunning U.S. victory at Midway sounded the death knell for
conventional naval warfare, yet the public, the press, the Army, and even the president’s advisors refused to
recognize the new reality. In fact, only a few in the Navy understood that a new era had begun that would
change the face of war forever.

The young Americans who fought the deadly duels against Imperial Japanese forces high over the Pacific
gave everything they had to the war effort, and many made the supreme sacrifice. Wings of Gold pays tribute
to their courage, daring, and selfless dedication. Vividly told, thoroughly researched, and filled with stirring
accounts of the Pacific War’s greatest air battles, Wings of Gold is an important addition to the annals of
World War II aerial combat.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Gagne:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II.

Bill Boyd:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Wings of Gold: The U.S.
Naval Air Campaign in World War II that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign
in World War II become your current starter.

Candace Edwards:

Beside this particular Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Virgil Santamaria:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II can



make you experience more interested to read.
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