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The early Christian Church was a chaos of contending beliefs. Some groups of Christians claimed that there
was not one God but two or twelve or thirty. Some believed that the world had not been created by God but
by a lesser, ignorant deity. Certain sects maintained that Jesus was human but not divine, while others said he
was divine but not human. In Lost Christianities, Bart D. Ehrman offers a fascinating look at these early
forms of Christianity and shows how they came to be suppressed, reformed, or forgotten. All of these groups
insisted that they upheld the teachings of Jesus and his apostles, and they all possessed writings that bore out
their claims, books reputedly produced by Jesus's own followers. Modern archaeological work has recovered
a number of key texts, and as Ehrman shows, these spectacular discoveries reveal religious diversity that
says much about the ways in which history gets written by the winners. Ehrman's discussion ranges from
considerations of various "lost scriptures" -including forged gospels supposedly written by Simon Peter,
Jesus's closest disciple, and Judas Thomas, Jesus's alleged twin brother-to the disparate beliefs of such
groups as the Jewish-Christian Ebionites, the anti-Jewish Marcionites, and various "Gnostic" sects. Ehrman
examines in depth the battles that raged between "proto-orthodox Christians"-those who eventually compiled
the canonical books of the New Testament and standardized Christian belief-and the groups they denounced
as heretics and ultimately overcame. Scrupulously researched and lucidly written, Lost Christianities is an
eye-opening account of politics, power, and the clash of ideas among Christians in the decades before one
group came to see its views prevail.
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From reader reviews:

Millicent Doty:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their
can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Lost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture and the
Faiths We Never Knew to read.

Theodore Mullis:

The ability that you get from Lost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture and the Faiths We Never Knew
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Lost Christianities: The Battles
for Scripture and the Faiths We Never Knew giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this specific Lost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture and the Faiths We Never Knew instantly.

Josefina Roundtree:

Lost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture and the Faiths We Never Knew can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Lost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture and the Faiths We Never Knew yet doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Robert Wolfe:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Lost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture and the Faiths
We Never Knew was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Lost Christianities:
The Battles for Scripture and the Faiths We Never Knew has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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