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George Chauncey's innovative and prodigiously researched Gay New York belies the myth of the pre-
Stonewall closet and unearths a thriving gay culture in Gotham in the half-decade before World War II,
before "the decline of the fairy and the rise of the closet." (23) Contrary to Whiggish notions of severe
homosexual repression up until the liberating 1970s, Chauncey argues that "the gay male world of the prewar
years was remarkably visible and integrated into the straight world" in the first decades of the twentieth
century. (12) In fact, it was not until after the close of Prohibition that new social norms and cultural
anxieties forced a restructuring of urban gay life. "To use the modern idiom," Chauncey writes, "the state
built a closet in the 1930s and forced gay people to hide in it." (9) Chauncey's book is rife with fascinating
insights and conclusions, perhaps none so immediately surprising as the discovery that "in important respects
the hetero-homosexual binarism, the sexual regime now hegemonic in American culture, is a stunningly
recent creation." (13) Tracing the rise of the word gay to encompass all homosexual men (be they previously
classified as queers, fairies, trade or another term now considered much more perjorative), Chauncey argues
that "the ascendancy of gay reflected...a reorganization of sexual categories and the transition from an early
twentieth-century culture divided into 'queers' and 'men' on the basis of gender status to a late twentieth-
century culture divided into 'homosexuals' and 'heterosexuals' on the basis of sexual object choice."(23) Put
another way, Chauncey argues that "homosexual behavior per se became the primary basis for the labeling
and self-identification of men as 'queer' only around the middle of the twentieth century; before then, most
men were so labeled only if they had displayed a much broader inversion of their ascribed gender status by
assuming the sexual and other cultural roles ascribed to women.
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From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Gay New York; gender, urban culture, and the making of the gay male
world, 1890-1940.. Try to make the book Gay New York; gender, urban culture, and the making of the gay
male world, 1890-1940. as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Steven Cruce:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Gay New York;
gender, urban culture, and the making of the gay male world, 1890-1940.? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Ray Shippee:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Gay New York; gender, urban culture, and the making of the gay male
world, 1890-1940. it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book provides high quality.

Elisabeth McBee:

Gay New York; gender, urban culture, and the making of the gay male world, 1890-1940. can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Gay New York; gender, urban culture, and the making of the gay male world, 1890-
1940. yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource



information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of
crucial pondering.
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