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In Beyond the Score: Music as Performance, author Nicholas Cook supplants the traditional musicological
notion of music as writing, asserting instead that it is as performance that music is loved, understood, and
consumed. This book reconceives music as an activity through which meaning is produced in real time, as
Cook rethinks familiar assumptions and develops new approaches. Focusing primarily but not exclusively on
the Western 'art' tradition, Cook explores perspectives that range from close listening to computational
analysis, from ethnography to the study of recordings, and from the social relations constructed through
performance to the performing (and listening) body. In doing so, he reveals not only that the notion of music
as text has hampered academic understanding of music, but also that it has inhibited performance practices,
placing them in a textualist straightjacket.

Beyond the Score has a strong historical emphasis, touching on broad developments in twentieth-century
performance style and setting them into their larger cultural context. Cook also investigates the relationship
between recordings and performance, arguing that we do not experience recordings as mere reproductions of
a performance but as performances in their own right. Beyond the Score is a comprehensive exploration of
new approaches and methods for the study of music as performance, and will be an invaluable addition to the
libraries of music scholars - including musicologists, music theorists, and music cognition scholars -
everywhere.

Publication of this book was supported by the AMS 75 PAYS Endowment of the American Musicological
Society, funded in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

In other case, little people like to read book Beyond the Score: Music as Performance. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Beyond the
Score: Music as Performance. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mary Torres:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information or
perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Beyond the Score: Music as Performance, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Gene Baker:

The publication with title Beyond the Score: Music as Performance posesses a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Diana Erickson:

The book untitled Beyond the Score: Music as Performance contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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