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The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution tells the forgotten, untold
story of the origins of U.S. law. Before the Revolutionary War, a 26-year-old Italian thinker, Cesare
Beccaria, published On Crimes and Punishments, a runaway bestseller that shaped the Declaration of
Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and early American laws. America's Founding Fathers, including early
U.S. Presidents, avidly read Beccaria's book—a product of the Italian Enlightenment that argued against
tyranny and the death penalty. Beccaria's book shaped American views on everything from free speech to
republicanism, to ''Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,'' to gun ownership and the founders'
understanding of ''cruel and unusual punishments,'' the famous phrase in the U.S. Constitution's Eighth
Amendment. In opposing torture and infamy, Beccaria inspired America's founders to jettison England's
Bloody Code, heavily reliant on executions and corporal punishments, and to adopt the penitentiary system.

The cast of characters in The Birth of American Law includes the usual suspects—George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and James Madison. But it also includes the now little-remembered Count
Luigi Castiglioni, a botanist from Milan who—decades before Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy in
America—toured all thirteen original American states before the 1787 Constitutional Convention in
Philadelphia. Also figuring in this dramatic story of the American Revolution: Madison's Princeton
classmate William Bradford, an early U.S. Attorney General and Beccaria devotee; John Dickinson, the
''Penman of the Revolution'' who wrote of Beccaria's ''genius'' and ''masterly hand''; James Wilson and Dr.
Benjamin Rush, signers of the Declaration of Independence and fellow Beccaria admirers; and Philip
Mazzei, Jefferson's Italian-American neighbor at Monticello and yet another Beccaria enthusiast. In
documenting Beccaria's game-changing influence, The Birth of American Law sheds important new light on
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the creation of American law.

Winner, Scribes Book Award, The American Society of Legal Writers●

First Prize, 2015 American Association for Italian Studies Book Award (18th/19th century category)●

Gold Winner, 2014 IndieFab Book of the Year Award (History)●
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From reader reviews:

Joe Bell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Birth of
American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History) to read.

Jean Spence:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American
Revolution (Legal History) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Birth of American Law: An Italian
Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History) content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution
(Legal History) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Andrew Spivey:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at this point
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American
Revolution (Legal History) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Harrison Johnson:

This The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History) is
new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in
reading this The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal
History) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-



book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
and also knowledge.
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