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María de los Reyes Castillo Bueno (1902–1997), a black woman known as “Reyita,” recounts her life in
Cuba over the span of ninety years. Reyita’s voice is at once dignified, warm, defiant, strong, poetic,
principled, and intelligent. Her story—as told to and recorded by her daughter Daisy Castillo—begins in
Africa with her own grandmother’s abduction by slave-traders and continues through a century of
experiences with prejudice, struggle, and change in Cuba for Reyita and her numerous family members.
Sensitive to and deeply knowledgeable of the systemic causes and consequences of poverty, Reyita’s
testimony considers the impact of slavery on succeeding generations, her mother’s internalized racism, and
Cuba’s residual discrimination. The humiliation and poverty inflicted on the black Cuban community as well
as her decision to marry a white man to ensure a higher standard of living form the basis of other chapters.
Reyita actively participated in the life of the community—often caring for the children of prostitutes along
with her own eight children and giving herbal medicine and “spiritualist” guidance to ill or troubled
neighbors. She describes her growing resistance, over five decades of marriage, to her husband’s sexism and
negativity. Strong-willed and frank about her sexuality as well as her religious and political convictions,
Reyita recounts joining the revolutionary movement in the face of her husband’s stern objections, a decision
that added significant political purpose to her life. At book’s end, Reyita radiates gratification that her 118
descendants have many different hues of skin, enjoy a variety of professions, and—“most importantly”—are
free of racial prejudice.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Andrade:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Reyita: The
Life of a Black Cuban Woman in the Twentieth Century? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Robert Armistead:

This Reyita: The Life of a Black Cuban Woman in the Twentieth Century book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This Reyita: The Life of a Black Cuban Woman in the Twentieth Century without we realize teach
the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Reyita: The Life
of a Black Cuban Woman in the Twentieth Century can bring any time you are and not make your case space
or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Reyita:
The Life of a Black Cuban Woman in the Twentieth Century having excellent arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Donna Layne:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is Reyita: The Life of a Black Cuban Woman in the Twentieth Century.

Timothy Pace:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Reyita: The Life of a Black Cuban Woman in the Twentieth Century the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get previous to. The Reyita: The Life of a Black Cuban Woman in the Twentieth Century
giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this



extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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