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Alvaro Retana (1890-1970), who many consider The Spanish Petronius, belongs to that lighthearted erotic
literature trend popular during the early twentieth Century, that became known in Spain as Sicalipsis (from
ancient Greek sykon -fig, or vulva- and aleiptikos -to stimulate). In open opposition to the somber and
solemn Spanish '98 generation, and other representatives of the so called high culture, Retana's popular erotic
novelettes showcased the smiling and playful face of a country that during the 1920s and 1930s openly
embraced European modernity and stood up to its challenges, among them the sexual revolution and explicit
eroticism. Alvaro Retana, a flamboyant and openly homosexual artist, illustrator, fashion designer, and
renowned composer of cuples (a cuple is a risqué popular song usually sung in variety shows), is also the
successful author of many sicaliptic novelettes, among them, the four short novels included in this volume.
Retana is one of the first writers who, in Las locas de postín and other openly queer and sexually explicit
novels, dare to depict the uninhibited sensuality of a free and happy-go-lucky Spain, soon to die at the hands
of the Franco dictatorship. Retana's smiling and festive homoeroticism, clearly a forerunner of Almodovar's
and Mendicutti's gay aesthetics, stands in stark contrast to the apocalyptic and pessimistic vision of
homosexuality in Alfonso Hernandez-Cata's novel El Angel de Sodoma (Stockcero 2011), a novel, like
Retana's fictions, meant to depict the gay underground world of early twentieth century Spain. Retana openly
celebrates queer love, as well as the sexuality of women, both homosexual and straight. Novelettes such as
Los ambiguos, Lolita buscadora de emociones, and El tonto amply instruct the unabashed tobillera, or
Spanish flapper, in the pleasures of Venus. This volume comprises four of Retana's most successful novels,
and with the critical foreword and footnotes by Maite Zubiaurre and Audrey Harris gives a clearer view of
what the Spanish society was really reading while the high literature obtained all the academic applause.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Las locas de postín; Los ambiguos;
Lolita buscadora de emociones; El tonto (Spanish Edition). All type of book would you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Edward Phillips:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Las locas de postín; Los ambiguos; Lolita
buscadora de emociones; El tonto (Spanish Edition) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Dedra Clark:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Las locas de postín; Los ambiguos; Lolita buscadora de
emociones; El tonto (Spanish Edition) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Leonie Blazek:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Las
locas de postín; Los ambiguos; Lolita buscadora de emociones; El tonto (Spanish Edition) will give you new
experience in looking at a book.
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