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During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, more Americans belonged to fraternal societies than
to any other kind of voluntary association, with the possible exception of churches. Despite the stereotypical
image of the lodge as the exclusive domain of white men, fraternalism cut across race, class, and gender lines
to include women, African Americans, and immigrants. Exploring the history and impact of fraternal
societies in the United States, David Beito uncovers the vital importance they had in the social and fiscal
lives of millions of American families.

Much more than a means of addressing deep-seated cultural, psychological, and gender needs, fraternal
societies gave Americans a way to provide themselves with social-welfare services that would otherwise
have been inaccessible, Beito argues. In addition to creating vast social and mutual aid networks among the
poor and in the working class, they made affordable life and health insurance available to their members and
established hospitals, orphanages, and homes for the elderly. Fraternal societies continued their commitment
to mutual aid even into the early years of the Great Depression, Beito says, but changing cultural attitudes
and the expanding welfare state eventually propelled their decline.
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From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take From Mutual Aid to the Welfare State: Fraternal
Societies and Social Services, 1890-1967 as the daily resource information.

Edris Sibert:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is
this From Mutual Aid to the Welfare State: Fraternal Societies and Social Services, 1890-1967.

Jessica Henriquez:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This From Mutual Aid to the Welfare
State: Fraternal Societies and Social Services, 1890-1967 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Billy Doyle:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the From Mutual Aid to the Welfare State: Fraternal Societies and Social Services, 1890-1967 when
you required it?
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