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For over sixty years, conflict between state forces and armed ethnic groups was ongoing in parts of the
borderlands of Burma. Ethnic minority communities were subjected to systematic and widespread abuses by
an increasingly complex patchwork of armed state and non-state actors. Populations in more remote and
disputed border areas typically had little to no access to even basic healthcare and education services. As part
of its counter-insurgency campaign, the military state also historically restricted international humanitarian
access to civilian populations in unstable border areas. It was in this context that "cross-border aid" to Burma
had developed, as an alternative mechanism for channelling assistance to populations denied aid through
more conventional systems. Yet by the late 2000s, national and international changes had significant impacts
on an aid debate, which had important political and ethical implications.

Through an ethnographic study of a cross-border aid organisation working on the Thailand-Burma border,
this book focuses on the political and ethical dilemmas of "humanitarian government". It explores the ways
in which aid systems come to be defined as legitimate or illegitimate, humanitarian or "un-humanitarian", in
an international context that has witnessed the multiplication of often-conflicting humanitarian systems and
models. It examines how an "embodied history" of violence can shape the worldviews and actions of local
humanitarian actors, as well as institutions created to mitigate human suffering. It goes on to look at the
complex and often-invisible webs of local organisations, international NGOs, donors, armed groups and
other actors, which can develop in a cross-border and extra-legal context – a context where competing
constructions of systems as legitimate or illegitimate are highlighted.

Exploring the history of humanitarianism from the local aid perspective of Burma, this book will be of
interest to students and scholars of Southeast Asian Studies, Anthropology of Humanitarian Aid and
Development Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
titled The Politics of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian Struggle on the Thai-Burmese Border (Routledge
Contemporary Southeast Asia Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Katy Pinkham:

Here thing why this kind of The Politics of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian Struggle on the Thai-Burmese
Border (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. The Politics of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian Struggle on the Thai-Burmese Border (Routledge
Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with The Politics of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian
Struggle on the Thai-Burmese Border (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe
the form of The Politics of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian Struggle on the Thai-Burmese Border (Routledge
Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) in e-book can be your alternate.

Louis Hartford:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Politics of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian
Struggle on the Thai-Burmese Border (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series), you are able to
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur
its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Virginia Higgins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more



time to be read. The Politics of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian Struggle on the Thai-Burmese Border
(Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.
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