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When eighteenth-century American men described "with a swelling of the heart" their friendships with other
men, addressing them as "lovely boy" and "dearly beloved," celebrating the "ardent affection" that knit their
hearts in "indissoluble bonds of fraternal love," their families, neighbors, and acquaintances would have been
neither surprised nor disturbed.

Richard Godbeer’s groundbreaking new book examines loving and sentimental friendships among men in
the colonial and revolutionary periods. Inspired in part by the eighteenth-century culture of sensibility and in
part by religious models, these relationships were not only important to the personal happiness of those
involved but also had broader social, religious, and political significance.

Godbeer shows that in the aftermath of Independence, patriots drafted a central place for male friendship in
their social and political blueprint for the new republic. American revolutionaries stressed the importance of
the family in the era of self-government, reimagining it in ways appropriate to a new and democratized era.
They thus shifted attention away from patriarchal authority to a more egalitarian model of brotherly
collaboration. In striving to explore the inner emotional lives of early Americans, Godbeer succeeds in
presenting an entirely fresh perspective on the personal relationships and political structures of the period.

Scholars have long recognized the importance of same-sex friendships among women, but this is the first
book to examine the broad significance ascribed to loving friendships among men during this formative
period of American history. Using an array of personal and public writings, The Overflowing of Friendship
will transform our understanding of early American manhood as well as challenge us to reconsider the ways
we think about gender in this period.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Rinehart:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the
American Republic.

Maria Smith:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men
and the Creation of the American Republic. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important the book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and
the Creation of the American Republic. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Virginia McNally:

The book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we leave the great thing like a book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of
the American Republic? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Eli Gaddy:

This The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic is brand
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic can be
the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These



books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not
any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone.
So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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