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Awash in a sea of data that seems to have no meaning and bombarded by images and sounds transmitted
from around the globe 24/7, people are no longer sure what is real and what is fake. Artists recycle ads in
their paintings and businesses use images of artists in their ads; politicians mount campaigns based on hit
films; and bankers make billions trading incomprehensible financial products backed by nothing more than
abstract figures and signs.

In Confidence Games, Mark C. Taylor considers the implications of these developments for our digital and
increasingly virtual economy. According to Taylor, money and markets do not exist in a vacuum but grow in
a profoundly cultural medium, reflecting and in turn shaping their world. To understand the recent changes
in our economy, it is not enough to analyze the impact of politics and technology—one must consider the
influence of art, philosophy, and religion as well.

Bringing John Calvin, G. W. F. Hegel, and Adam Smith to Wall Street by way of Las Vegas, Taylor first
explores the historical and psychological origins of money, the importance of religious beliefs and practices
for the emergence of markets, and the unexpected role of religion and art in the classical understanding of
economics. He then moves to an account of economic developments during the past four decades, exploring
the dawn of our new information age, the growing virtuality of money and markets, and the complexity of
the networks by which monetary value is now negotiated.

Returning full circle to a version of the market first proposed by Adam Smith when he used theology and
aesthetics to rethink economics, Confidence Games closes with a plea for a conception of life that embraces
uncertainty and insecurity as signs of the openness of the future. Like religion and economics, life is a
confidence game in which the challenge is not to find redemption but to learn to live without it.

"Before the global credit system began its collapse in 2007, Mark Taylor had connected the dots between
increasingly complex financial instruments and larger cultural forces. Anyone who wants to understand the
disappearing foundation of our financial markets needs to read this book immediately."—Michael Lewitt,
editor, The HCM Market Letter

“Beyond simply dealing with ‘money and markets,’ Confidence Games is a fascinating and wide-ranging
tour of modern and postmodern ideas and conditions from Aristotle to Nietzsche, from Wall Street to Las
Vegas.”—Craig Bay, Journal of Markets & Morality
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From reader reviews:

Carol McElroy:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Confidence Games: Money and Markets in a World without Redemption (Religion and
Postmodernism) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Confidence Games: Money and Markets in a World without
Redemption (Religion and Postmodernism) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do
you still thinking Confidence Games: Money and Markets in a World without Redemption (Religion and
Postmodernism) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Micheal Mata:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Confidence Games: Money
and Markets in a World without Redemption (Religion and Postmodernism) is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Christopher Pruett:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Confidence Games: Money and Markets in a World without Redemption
(Religion and Postmodernism) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Tara Winston:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Confidence Games: Money and Markets in a World without Redemption (Religion and
Postmodernism) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.
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