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Throughout the world, closely related species are found on landmasses separated by wide stretches of ocean.
What explains these far-flung distributions? Why are such species found where they are across the Earth?

Since the discovery of plate tectonics, scientists have conjectured that plants and animals were scattered over
the globe by riding pieces of ancient supercontinents as they broke up. In the past decade, however, that
theory has foundered, as the genomic revolution has made reams of new data available. And the data has
revealed an extraordinary, stranger-than-fiction story that has sparked a scientific upheaval.

In The Monkey’s Voyage, biologist Alan de Queiroz describes the radical new view of how fragmented
distributions came into being: frogs and mammals rode on rafts and icebergs, tiny spiders drifted on storm
winds, and plant seeds were carried in the plumage of sea-going birds to create the map of life we see today.
In other words, these organisms were not simply constrained by continental fate; they were the makers of
their own geographic destiny. And as de Queiroz shows, the effects of oceanic dispersal have been crucial in
generating the diversity of life on Earth, from monkeys and guinea pigs in South America to beech trees and
kiwi birds in New Zealand. By toppling the idea that the slow process of continental drift is the main force
behind the odd distributions of organisms, this theory highlights the dynamic and unpredictable nature of the
history of life.

In the tradition of John McPhee’s Basin and Range, The Monkey’s Voyage is a beautifully told narrative that
strikingly reveals the importance of contingency in history and the nature of scientific discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hart:

This The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life usually are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Monkey's Voyage: How
Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys
Shaped the History of Life giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sarah Luis:

Typically the book The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Edward Stevenson:

This The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life is great publication for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Warren Bowers:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys
Shaped the History of Life can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life.



Download and Read Online The Monkey's Voyage: How
Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life Alan de Queiroz
#B90A2YP1EU6



Read The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the
History of Life by Alan de Queiroz for online ebook

The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life by Alan de Queiroz Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History
of Life by Alan de Queiroz books to read online.

Online The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life
by Alan de Queiroz ebook PDF download

The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life by Alan de Queiroz Doc

The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life by Alan de Queiroz Mobipocket

The Monkey's Voyage: How Improbable Journeys Shaped the History of Life by Alan de Queiroz EPub


