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Rufinus' vivid account of the battle between the Eastern Emperor Theodosius and the Western usurper
Eugenius by the River Frigidus in 394 represents it as the final confrontation between paganism and
Christianity. It is indeed widely believed that a largely pagan aristocracy remained a powerful and active
force well into the fifth century, sponsoring pagan literary circles, patronage of the classics, and propaganda
for the old cults in art and literature. The main focus of much modern scholarship on the end of paganism in
the West has been on its supposed stubborn resistance to Christianity. The dismantling of this romantic myth
is one of the main goals of Alan Cameron's book. Actually, the book argues, Western paganism petered out
much earlier and more rapidly than hitherto assumed.

The subject of this book is not the conversion of the last pagans but rather the duration, nature, and
consequences of their survival. By re-examining the abundant textual evidence, both Christian (Ambrose,
Augustine, Jerome, Paulinus, Prudentius) and "pagan" (Claudian, Macrobius, and Ammianus Marcellinus),
as well as the visual evidence (ivory diptychs, illuminated manuscripts, silverware), Cameron shows that
most of the activities and artifacts previously identified as hallmarks of a pagan revival were in fact just as
important to the life of cultivated Christians. Far from being a subversive activity designed to rally pagans,
the acceptance of classical literature, learning, and art by most elite Christians may actually have helped the
last reluctant pagans to finally abandon the old cults and adopt Christianity. The culmination of decades of
research, The Last Pagans of Rome overturns many long-held assumptions about pagan and Christian culture
in the late antique West.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Jackson:

The book The Last Pagans of Rome can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Last Pagans of Rome?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Last Pagans of Rome has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide
open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Rose Bennett:

This The Last Pagans of Rome book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular
The Last Pagans of Rome without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't be worry The Last Pagans of Rome can bring any time you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Last
Pagans of Rome having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Harold Bunch:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Last Pagans of
Rome is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Irene Robertson:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is actually The Last Pagans of Rome. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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