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Many Americans wish to believe that the United States, founded in religious tolerance, has gradually and
naturally established a secular public sphere that is equally tolerant of all religions--or none. Culture and
Redemption suggests otherwise. Tracy Fessenden contends that the uneven separation of church and state in
America, far from safeguarding an arena for democratic flourishing, has functioned instead to promote
particular forms of religious possibility while containing, suppressing, or excluding others. At a moment
when questions about the appropriate role of religion in public life have become trenchant as never before,
Culture and Redemption radically challenges conventional depictions--celebratory or damning--of America's
"secular" public sphere.

Examining American legal cases, children's books, sermons, and polemics together with popular and classic
works of literature from the seventeenth to the twentieth centuries, Culture and Redemption shows how the
vaunted secularization of American culture proceeds not as an inevitable by-product of modernity, but
instead through concerted attempts to render dominant forms of Protestant identity continuous with
democratic, civil identity. Fessenden shows this process to be thoroughly implicated, moreover, in practices
of often-violent exclusion that go to the making of national culture: Indian removals, forced acculturations of
religious and other minorities, internal and external colonizations, and exacting constructions of sex and
gender. Her new readings of Emerson, Whitman, Melville, Stowe, Twain, Gilman, Fitzgerald, and others
who address themselves to these dynamics in intricate and often unexpected ways advance a major
reinterpretation of American writing.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Culture and Redemption: Religion, the Secular, and American Literature, you could tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Tyler Woodley:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Culture
and Redemption: Religion, the Secular, and American Literature.

Pablo McNamara:

The particular book Culture and Redemption: Religion, the Secular, and American Literature has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Donna Moore:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Culture and Redemption: Religion, the
Secular, and American Literature book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Culture and Redemption: Religion, the Secular, and American Literature as good book not merely by the
cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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