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In 1829, David Walker, a free black born in Wilmington, North Carolina, wrote one of America's most
provocative political documents of the nineteenth century: An Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World.
Decrying the savage and unchristian treatment blacks suffered in the United States, Walker challenged his
"afflicted and slumbering brethren" to rise up and cast off their chains. His innovative efforts to circulate this
pamphlet in the South outraged slaveholders, who eventually uncovered one of the boldest and most
extensive plans to empower slaves ever conceived in antebellum America. Though Walker died in 1830, the
Appeal remained a rallying point for many African Americans for years to come. In this ambitious book,
Peter Hinks combines social biography with textual analysis to provide a powerful new interpretation of
David Walker and his meaning for antebellum American history.

Little was formerly known about David Walker's life. Through painstaking research, Hinks has situated
Walker much more precisely in the world out of which he arose in early nineteenth-century coastal North
and South Carolina. He shows the likely impact of Wilmington's independent black Methodist church upon
Walker, the probable sources of his early education, and—most significant—the pivotal influence that
Denmark Vesey's Charleston had on his thinking about religion and resistance. Walker's years in Boston
from 1825, his mounting involvement with the Northern black reform movement, and the remarkable
underground network used to distribute the Appeal, all reconstructed here, testify to Walker's centrality in the
development of American abolitionism and antebellum black activism.

Hinks's thorough exegesis of the Appeal illuminates how this document was one of the most startling and
incisive indictments of American racism ever written. He shows how Walker labored to harness the
optimistic activism of evangelical Christianity and revolutionary republicanism to inspire African Americans
to a new sense of personal worth and to their capacity to challenge the ideology and institutions of white
supremacy. Yet the failure of Walker's bold and novel formulations to threaten American slavery and racism
proved how difficult, if not impossible, it was to orchestrate large-scale and effective slave resistance in
antebellum America. To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren fathoms for the first time this complex individual and
the ambiguous history surrounding him and his world.
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From reader reviews:

David Browning:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave
Resistance.

Deborah Brantley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David
Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave Resistance book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave
Resistance as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can
break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Larry Dolin:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
known as of book To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave
Resistance. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge
and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.

Stephen Harvey:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave
Resistance we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must love to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this time book To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave



Resistance. You can more desirable than now.
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