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This revised edition of a now classic text includes a new introduction by Henry Jenkins, explaining ‘Why
Fiske Still Matters’ for today’s students, followed by a discussion between former Fiske students Kevin
Glynn, Jonathan Gray, and Pamela Wilson on the theme of ‘Reading Fiske and Understanding the Popular’.
Both underline the continuing relevance of this foundational text in the study of popular culture.

What is popular culture? How does it differ from mass culture? And what do popular "texts" reveal about
class, race, and gender dynamics in a society? John Fiske answers these and a host of other questions in
Understanding Popular Culture.

When it was first written, Understanding Popular Culture took a groundbreaking approach to studying such
cultural artifacts as jeans, shopping malls, tabloid newspapers, and TV game shows, which remains relevant
today. Fiske differentiates between mass culture – the cultural "products" put out by an industrialized,
capitalist society – and popular culture – the ways in which people use, abuse, and subvert these products to
create their own meanings and messages. Rather than focusing on mass culture’s attempts to dominate and
homogenize, he prefers to look at (and revel in) popular culture’s evasions and manipulations of these
attempts.

Designed as a companion to Reading the Popular, Understanding Popular Culture presents a radically
different theory of what it means for culture to be popular: that it is, literally, of the people. It is not imposed
on them, it is created by them, and its pleasures and meanings reflect popular tastes and concerns – and a
rejection of those fostered by mass culture. With wit, clarity, and insight, Professor Fiske debunks the myth
of the mindless mass audience, and demonstrates that, in myriad ways, popular culture thrives because that
audience is more aware than anyone guesses.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

The ability that you get from The John Fiske Collection: Understanding Popular Culture is the more deep
you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but The John Fiske Collection: Understanding Popular Culture giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The John Fiske Collection:
Understanding Popular Culture instantly.

Kevin Strickland:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent all day every day to reading a book. The book The John Fiske Collection: Understanding Popular
Culture it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book provides high quality.

Sandra Passmore:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The John Fiske Collection: Understanding Popular Culture will give you a
new experience in looking at a book.

John Rivera:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we



know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The John Fiske Collection: Understanding Popular Culture can make you
experience more interested to read.
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