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It was sung at Ronald Reagan's funeral, and adopted with new lyrics by labor radicals. John Updike quoted it
in the title of one of his novels, and George W. Bush had it performed at the memorial service in the National
Cathedral for victims of September 11, 2001. Perhaps no other song has held such a profoundly significant--
and contradictory--place in America's history and cultural memory than the "The Battle Hymn of the
Republic."

In this sweeping study, John Stauffer and Benjamin Soskis show how this Civil War tune has become an
anthem for cause after radically different cause. The song originated in antebellum revivalism, with the
melody of the camp-meeting favorite, "Say Brothers, Will You Meet Us." Union soldiers in the Civil War
then turned it into "John Brown's Body." Julia Ward Howe, uncomfortable with Brown's violence and
militancy, wrote the words we know today. Using intense apocalyptic and millenarian imagery, she captured
the popular enthusiasm of the time, the sense of a climactic battle between good and evil; yet she made no
reference to a particular time or place, allowing it to be exported or adapted to new conflicts, including
Reconstruction, sectional reconciliation, imperialism, progressive reform, labor radicalism, civil rights
movements, and social conservatism. And yet the memory of the song's original role in bloody and divisive
Civil War scuttled an attempt to make it the national anthem. The Daughters of the Confederacy held a
contest for new lyrics, but admitted that none of the entries measured up to the power of the original.

"The Battle Hymn" has long helped to express what we mean when we talk about sacrifice, about the
importance of fighting--in battles both real and allegorical--for the values America represents. It conjures up
and confirms some of our most profound conceptions of national identity and purpose. And yet, as Stauffer
and Soskis note, the popularity of the song has not relieved it of the tensions present at its birth--tensions
between unity and discord, and between the glories and the perils of righteous enthusiasm. If anything, those
tensions became more profound. By following this thread through the tapestry of American history, The
Battle Hymn of the Republic illuminates the fractures and contradictions that underlie the story of our nation.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Battle
Hymn of the Republic: A Biography of the Song That Marches On? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Andrew Fox:

The book The Battle Hymn of the Republic: A Biography of the Song That Marches On give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Battle Hymn of the Republic: A Biography of the Song That Marches On being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Battle Hymn
of the Republic: A Biography of the Song That Marches On. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Amy Mueller:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Battle Hymn of the Republic: A Biography of the Song That
Marches On book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer associated with The Battle Hymn of the Republic: A Biography of the Song That Marches
On content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Battle
Hymn of the Republic: A Biography of the Song That Marches On is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Melissa Peterson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often
the book that recommended to you personally is The Battle Hymn of the Republic: A Biography of the Song
That Marches On this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of



book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
suited all of you.
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