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What is the role of the senses in the creation and reception of poetry? How does poetry carry on the long
tradition of making experience and suffering understood by others? With Poetry and the Fate of the Senses,
Susan Stewart traces the path of the aesthetic in search of an explanation for the role of poetry in our culture.
The task of poetry, she tells us, is to counter the loneliness of the mind, or to help it glean, out of the
darkness of solitude, the outline of others. Poetry, she contends, makes tangible, visible, and audible the
contours of our shared humanity. It sustains and transforms the threshold between individual and social
existence.

Herself an acclaimed poet, Stewart not only brings the intelligence of a critic to the question of poetry, but
the insight of a practitioner as well. Her new study draws on reading from the ancient Greeks to the
postmoderns to explain how poetry creates meanings between persons. Poetry and the Fate of the Senses
includes close discussions of poems by Stevens, Hopkins, Keats, Hardy, Bishop, and Traherne, of the sense
of vertigo in Baroque and Romantic works, and of the rich tradition of nocturnes in visual, musical, and
verbal art. Ultimately, Stewart explores the pivotal role of poetry in contemporary culture. She argues that
poetry can counter the denigration of the senses and can expand our imagination of the range of human
expression.

Poetry and the Fate of the Senses won the 2004 Truman Capote Award for Literary Criticism in Memory of
Newton Arvin, administered for the Truman Capote Estate by the University of Iowa Writers' Workshop. It
also won the Phi Beta Kappa Society's 2002 Christian Gauss Award for Literary Criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Morris:

This Poetry and the Fate of the Senses book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Poetry and the Fate of the Senses without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Poetry and the Fate of the Senses can bring if
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even phone. This Poetry and the Fate of the Senses having great arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Eslinger:

Here thing why this particular Poetry and the Fate of the Senses are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Poetry and the Fate of the Senses giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Poetry and the Fate of the
Senses. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Poetry and the Fate of the Senses in e-book can be your choice.

Rita Lattimore:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Poetry and the Fate
of the Senses suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Poetry and the Fate of the Sensesis the main of several books that everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Michele Stoney:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Poetry and the Fate of the Senses was vibrant and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Poetry and the Fate of the Senses has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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