
Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and
Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious

Cultures of African and African Diaspora People)
Yolanda Covington-Ward

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0822360365
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0822360365
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0822360365


Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and Everyday
Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures of African and
African Diaspora People)

Yolanda Covington-Ward

Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures
of African and African Diaspora People) Yolanda Covington-Ward
In Gesture and Power Yolanda Covington-Ward examines the everyday embodied practices and
performances of the BisiKongo people of the Lower Congo to show how their gestures, dances, and
spirituality are critical in mobilizing social and political action. Conceiving of the body as the center of
analysis, a catalyst for social action, and as a conduit for the social construction of reality, Covington-Ward
focuses on specific flash points in the last ninety years of Congo's troubled history, when embodied
performance was used to stake political claims, foster dissent, and enforce power. In the 1920s Simon
Kimbangu started a Christian prophetic movement based on spirit-induced trembling, which swept through
the Lower Congo, subverting Belgian colonial authority. Following independence, dictator Mobutu Sese
Seko required citizens to dance and sing nationalist songs daily as a means of maintaining political control.
More recently, embodied performance has again stoked reform, as nationalist groups such as Bundu dia
Kongo advocate for a return to precolonial religious practices and non-Western gestures such as traditional
greetings. In exploring these embodied expressions of Congolese agency, Covington-Ward provides a
framework for understanding how embodied practices transmit social values, identities, and cultural history
throughout Africa and the diaspora.
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From reader reviews:

Romana Linder:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and Everyday Performance in Congo
(Religious Cultures of African and African Diaspora People) can be your answer as it can be read by you
who have those short spare time problems.

Gina Reiter:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and Everyday Performance in Congo
(Religious Cultures of African and African Diaspora People) provide you with new experience in looking at
a book.

Lenora Dryer:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and
Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures of African and African Diaspora People) or maybe
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures of
African and African Diaspora People) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Michelle Morrow:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the book Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and
Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures of African and African Diaspora People) to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading



especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures of
African and African Diaspora People) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of this time.
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