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"PPPP . . . To compress 200 years of psychiatric theory and practice into a compelling and coherent narrative
is a fine achievement . . . . What strikes the reader [most] are Shorter's storytelling skills, his ability to
conjure up the personalities of the psychiatrists who shaped the discipline and the conditions under which
they and their patients lived."--Ray Monk The Mail on Sunday magazine, U.K.

"An opinionated, anecdote-rich history. . . . While psychiatrists may quibble, and Freudians and other
psychoanalysts will surely squawk, those without a vested interest will be thoroughly entertained and
certainly enlightened."--Kirkus Reviews.

"Shorter tells his story with immense panache, narrative clarity, and genuinely deep erudition."--Roy Porter
Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine.

In A History of Psychiatry, Edward Shorter shows us the harsh, farcical, and inspiring realities of society's
changing attitudes toward and attempts to deal with its mentally ill and the efforts of generations of scientists
and physicians to ease their suffering. He paints vivid portraits of psychiatry's leading historical figures and
pulls no punches in assessing their roles in advancing or sidetracking our understanding of the origins of
mental illness.

Shorter also identifies the scientific and cultural factors that shaped the development of psychiatry. He
reveals the forces behind the unparalleled sophistication of psychiatry in Germany during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries as well as the emergence of the United States as the world capital of psychoanalysis.

This engagingly written, thoroughly researched, and fiercely partisan account is compelling reading for
anyone with a personal, intellectual, or professional interest in psychiatry.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Freed:

This A History of Psychiatry: From the Era of the Asylum to the Age of Prozac are reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A History of Psychiatry: From the Era of
the Asylum to the Age of Prozac can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this A History of Psychiatry: From the Era of the Asylum to the Age
of Prozac forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ilene Cody:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled A History of Psychiatry: From the Era of the Asylum to the Age of Prozac
can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

James Vera:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, along with soon. The A History of Psychiatry: From the Era of the Asylum to the Age of Prozac
provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Edward Cooley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is A History of Psychiatry: From the Era of the
Asylum to the Age of Prozac.
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