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From The Revolutionary War to the Big Dig, Boston and its people have played a colorful and often
controversial role in shaping the nation's political, economic, and cultural landscape. Now Thomas H.
O'Connor, the dean of Boston historians, takes the reader on a fascinating journey through his native city's
rich heritage in this long-anticipated history. O'Connor's narrative reveals an everchanging and resilient
community that has adapted to many significant upheavals without losing its unique personality. Chronicling
the events that formed the Hub's distinctive character over the centuries, he begins with Boston's origin in the
Puritan settlement on the Shawmut peninsula in 1630, traces its expansion as a leading port and commercial
center, and highlights its importance in the struggle for American independence. O'Connor recounts Boston's
era as the "Athens of America," the Civil War period, the massive immigration of Irish Catholies, the
development of the South End and Back Bay neighborhoods, and the new waves of immigrants arriving from
eastern and southern Europe and China. He then deftly sketches the ascendancy of the Irish political
machine, the major urban renewal projects of the "New Boston," bitter times of school desegregation and
forced busing, the declining influence of the Catholic Church, and the rebirth of neighborhood organizations.
He concludes with observations on how the Big Dig, Waterfront development projects, high tech industry,
housing crisis, and population growth of African Americans, Hispanics, and Asians will again reshape
Boston at the dawn of the twenty-first century. Filled with dramatic local events as well as intriguing
characters, this engaging account vividly captures the spirit and soul of Boston, both yesteryear and today.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Hub: Boston Past and Present book as
beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Robin Boucher:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The Hub: Boston Past and Present. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Lisa Chaffee:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those publications have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the book The
Hub: Boston Past and Present we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being
creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life at this time book The Hub: Boston Past and Present. You can more appealing
than now.

Michael Kimbrell:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Hub: Boston Past and Present to
make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the
publication The Hub: Boston Past and Present can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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