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Whether one studies the farthest reaches of outer space or the inner space of elementary particles of matter,
our understanding of the physical world is built on mathematics. But what exactly is mathematics? A game
played on pieces of paper? A human invention? An austere religion? Part of the mind of God? And equally
important, why do we believe it can reveal to us the nature of the universe?
John D. Barrow explores these tantalizing questions in Pi in the Sky, a lively and illuminating study of the
origins and nature of mathematics. His tour takes us from primitive counting to the latest scientific ideas
about the physical world, from the notched animal bones of the hunter-gatherers to the visions of Galileo and
Descartes, and from the intricate mathematical systems of Egypt, Sumeria, and other early civilizations, to
the work of such modern giants as Einstein, Kurt Godel, Alfred Tarski, and Bertrand Russell. We meet
Pythagoras and his mystical "cult of numbers" as well as an eighteenth-century Swiss mathematician who
proved to his colleagues--through an algebraic formula--the existence of God. Barrow examines ancient
Chinese counting rods colored black and red for negative and positive numbers; the Botocoudo Indians of
Brazil, who indicate any number over four by pointing to the hairs on their head; and the dethroning of
Euclidian geometry in the nineteenth century with the rise of Darwin and cultural relativism. And in an eye-
opening last chapter, Barrow discusses how the traditional picture of the universe as a vast mechanism is
currently being replaced by a new paradigm--one that sees the universe, in essence, as a cosmic computer
program.
Bristling with riddles and paradoxes, and quoting everyone from Lao-Tse and Robert Pirsig, to Charles
Darwin and G.K. Chesterton, to Roger Bacon, Baron de Montesquieu, and Umberto Eco, Pi in the Sky is a
profound--and profoundly edifying--journey into the world of mathematics. It illuminates the way that
numbers shape how we see the world and how we see ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

June Edwards:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Pi in
the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being to read.

Nathan Ramsey:

Here thing why this specific Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Pi in
the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being in e-book
can be your option.

William Medellin:

The guide with title Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being contains a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Charles Whittaker:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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