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In March 1997, thirty-nine people in Rancho Santa Fe, California, ritually terminated their lives. To
outsiders, it was a mass suicide. To insiders, it was a graduation. This act was the culmination of over two
decades of spiritual and social development for the members of Heaven's Gate, a religious group focused on
transcending humanity and the Earth, and seeking salvation in the literal heavens on board a UFO. In this
fascinating overview, Benjamin Zeller not only explores the question of why the members of Heaven's Gate
committed ritual suicides, but interrogates the origin and evolution of the religion, its appeal, and its
practices. By tracking the development of the history, social structure, and worldview of Heaven's Gate,
Zeller draws out the ways in which the movement was both a reflection and a microcosm of larger American
culture. The group emerged out of engagement with Evangelical Christianity, the New Age movement,
science fiction and UFOs, and conspiracy theories, and it evolved in response to the religious quests of baby
boomers, new religions of the counterculture, and the narcissistic pessimism of the 1990s. Thus, Heaven's
Gate not only reflects the context of its environment, but also reveals how those forces interacted in the form
of a single religious body. In the only book-length study of Heaven's Gate, Zeller traces the roots of the
movement, examines its beliefs and practices, and tells the captivating story of the people of Heaven's Gate.
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From reader reviews:

Princess Bequette:

This Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion can be one of the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Heaven's
Gate: America's UFO Religion forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Patrick Pierce:

Exactly why? Because this Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Anthony Moss:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Janice Hayes:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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