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Al-Andalus, the Arabic name for the medieval Islamic state in Iberia, endured for over 750 years following
the Arab and Berber conquest of Hispania in 711. While the popular perception of al-Andalus is that of a
land of religious tolerance and cultural cooperation, the fact is that we know relatively little about how
Muslims governed Christians and Jews in al-Andalus and about social relations among Muslims, Christians,
and Jews. In Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus, Janina M. Safran takes a close look at the structure and
practice of Muslim political and legal-religious authority and offers a rare look at intercommunal life in
Iberia during the first three centuries of Islamic rule.

Safran makes creative use of a body of evidence that until now has gone largely untapped by historians?the
writings and opinions of Andalusi and Maghribi jurists during the Umayyad dynasty. These sources enable
her to bring to life a society undergoing dramatic transformation. Obvious differences between conquerors
and conquered and Muslims and non-Muslims became blurred over time by transculturation, intermarriage,
and conversion. Safran examines ample evidence of intimate contact between individuals of different
religious communities and of legal-juridical accommodation to develop an argument about how legal-
religious authorities interpreted the social contract between the Muslim regime and the Christian and Jewish
populations. Providing a variety of examples of boundary-testing and negotiation and bringing judges,
jurists, and their legal opinions and texts into the narrative of Andalusi history, Safran deepens our
understanding of the politics of Umayyad rule, makes Islamic law tangibly social, and renders
intercommunal relations vividly personal.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic
Iberia, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a book.

John Lee:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus:
Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you may pick Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and
Jews in Islamic Iberia become your personal starter.

Enoch Dutton:

Beside this specific Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus:
Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from currently!

William Looney:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims,



Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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