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Chicago's impressive industrial expansion in the late nineteenth century convinced most observers that the
city was defined by the crass pursuit of wealth and that its architecture was, as described by Lewis Mumford,
"a brutal network of industrial necessities." In a major new book, Daniel Bluestone disputes this vision of the
city. Combining architectural history and cultural analysis, Bluestone explores the creation of Chicago's
parks, churches, skyscrapers, and civic buildings. He finds that the structure of the city was influenced as
much by the moral, cultural, and aesthetic aspirations of its local elite as by the untempered forces of
commerce and capital. Bluestone shows how nineteenth-century Chicago architects and their clients
attempted to create a distinctive landscape that could distract residents and visitors form the gritty
commercial workings of the city while demonstrating a commitment to urbanism that went beyond the
marketplace. He surveys the parks that were created to mediate relations between social classes; the churches
relocated in residential areas so that they could avoid the dominance of new downtown buildings; the plans
for lakefront civic centers architecturally distinguished from the forms of the city's famous early
skyscrapers-including the Rookery, the Monadnock, the Columbus Memorial, and the Masonic Temple. And
he examines these early Chicago skyscrapers, noting how their monumental entrances, embellished lobbies,
artistic elevators, and spacious light courts were designed to soften their commercial edges to recast the city's
image, and to cultivate an emerging middle class of white-collar workers. A richly illustrated contribution to
urban and architectural history, Bluestone's book is also a perceptive look at central features in the design of
this quintessential American city.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Constructing Chicago book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Frances Hairston:

The book untitled Constructing Chicago is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Constructing Chicago from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Scott Ridgway:

Beside that Constructing Chicago in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Constructing Chicago because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have
book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from currently!

Wanda Leopard:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Constructing Chicago or maybe others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Constructing Chicago to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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