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In When Mystical Creatures Attack!, Ms. Freedman’s high school English class writes essays in which
mystical creatures resolve the greatest sociopolitical problems of our time. Students include Janice Gibbs, “a
feral child with excessive eyeliner and an anti-authoritarian complex that would be interesting were it not so
ill-informed,” and Cody Splunk, an aspiring writer working on a time machine. Following a nervous
breakdown, Ms. Freedman corresponds with Janice and Cody from an insane asylum run on the capitalist
model of cognitive-behavioral therapy, where inmates practice water aerobics to rebuild their Psychiatric
Credit Scores.
 
The lives of Janice, Cody, and Ms. Freedman are revealed through in-class essays, letters, therapeutic journal
exercises, an advice column, a reality show television transcript, a diary, and a Methodist women’s
fundraising cookbook. (Recipes include “Dark Night of the Soul Food,” “Render Unto Caesar Salad,” and
“Valley of the Shadow of Death by Chocolate Cake.”) In “Virtue of the Month,” the ghost of Ms.
Freedman’s mother argues that suicide is not a choice. In “The Un-Game,” Janice’s chain-smoking nursing
home charge composes a dirty limerick. In “The Hall of Old-Testament Miracles,” wax figures of Bible
characters come to life, hungry for Cody’s flesh.
 
Set against a South Texas landscape where cicadas hum and the air smells of taco stands and jasmine
flowers, these stories range from laugh-out-loud funny to achingly poignant. This surreal, exuberant
collection mines the dark recesses of the soul while illuminating the human heart.
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From reader reviews:

William McClanahan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled When Mystical Creatures Attack! (Iowa Short Fiction
Award). Try to the actual book When Mystical Creatures Attack! (Iowa Short Fiction Award) as your good
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Omar Lamm:

The reserve with title When Mystical Creatures Attack! (Iowa Short Fiction Award) contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Christopher Arnold:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This When Mystical Creatures Attack! (Iowa
Short Fiction Award) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Danielle Burdette:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like When Mystical
Creatures Attack! (Iowa Short Fiction Award) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.
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