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Gary Soto isawidely published author of children's and young adult fiction, and he is an acclaimed poet--
often referred to as one of the nation's first Chicano poets. With a sharp sense of storytelling and a sly wit,
What Poets Are Like isamemoir of the writing life that shares the keen observation, sense of self and humor
of such writers as Sherman Alexie and Nora Ephron.

In some 60 short episodes, this book captures moments of awriter's inner and public life, close moments
with friends and strangers, occasional reminders of a poet's generally low placein the cultural hierarchy;
time spent with cats; the curious work of writing. He tells the stories of his time spent in bookstores and
recounts the glorious, then tragic, arc of Cody's Bookstore in Berkeley, ending with the author whose
scheduled event fell on the day after the business shut down, but who stood outside the locked door and read
aloud just the same. As all writers do, Soto suffers the dings and arrows of rejection, often from unnamed
Midwest poetry journals, and seeks the solace of afriendly dog at such moments. Soto jabs at the crumbs of
reward available to writers--a prize nomination here, a magazine interview there--and notes the toll they take
on afrail ego. The pleasure Soto takes in the written word, a dose of comic relief plus his appreciation of the
decisive moment in life make this an engaging and readable writer's confession.
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From reader reviews:
Whitney Obrien:

This What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read alot of
information you will get. That What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life without we
recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry
What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life can bring once you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This What
Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life having very good arrangement in word aong with
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Kelly:

This book untitled What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit init. You
will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Micheal M ata:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping What Poets Are Like: Up and Down
with the Writing Life that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for
al of you who wants to be success person. So, for every you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you could pick What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life become your starter.

Nancy Kidder:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this What Poets Are Like: Up and Down
with the Writing Life guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism What Poets Are Like:
Up and Down with the Writing Life as good book not merely by the cover but a so through the content. This
is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth senseto
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.
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