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Following World War II, chemical companies and agricultural experts promoted the use of synthetic
chemicals such as DDT, which had been developed to help the military fight typhoid and malaria abroad, as
pesticides on weeds and insects. It was, Pete Daniel points out, a convenient way for companies to apply
their wartime research to the domestic market. In Toxic Drift, Daniel documents the particularly disastrous
effects this campaign had on the South’s public health and environment, exposing the careless mentality that
allowed pesticide application to swerve out of control over twenty-five years.

Millions of tons of highly toxic chemicals spread over the South, much of them from crop dusters. The quest
to destroy pests, Daniel contends, unfortunately outran research on insect resistance, ignored environmental
damage, and downplayed the dangers of residue accumulation and threats to fish, wildlife, domestic animals,
and humans. He tells a story of bureaucratic perfidy, scientific hubris, and corporate irresponsibility as he
relates specific cases of chemical exposure and poisoning—including fish kills in the Mississippi River,
ducks falling dead from the sky, and farm animals destroyed by bungled, overzealous attempts to wipe out
fire ants.

Daniel explains how the Agricultural Research Service, a Federal entity charged with regulating pesticides,
allowed dangerous formulations to be sold and often failed to enforce proper labeling. Objections to the
undisciplined use of synthetic pesticides from Rachel Carson, Clarence Cottam, and other critics went
unheeded. The consequences for human health were staggering: death and severe debilitation.

Using legal sources, archival records, newspapers, and congressional hearings, Daniel constructs a moving,
fact-filled account of the use, abuse, and regulation of pesticides from World War II until 1970. Toxic Drift
recounts an important episode in ecological history as it cautions against not only the continued threat of
pesticides but also the dangers surrounding newer issues such as "mad cow" disease and genetic engineering.
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From reader reviews:

Charity Reulet:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Toxic Drift: Pesticides and
Health in the Post-World War II South (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) book as
beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

James Oliver:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Toxic Drift: Pesticides and
Health in the Post-World War II South (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Stephen Beatty:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Toxic Drift: Pesticides and Health in
the Post-World War II South (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) book as this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Carol Benally:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Toxic Drift: Pesticides and Health in the Post-World War II South (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures



in Southern History).
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