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Because the turbulent trajectory of Russia's foreign policy since the collapse of the Soviet Union echoes
previous moments of social and political transformation, history offers a special vantage point from which to
judge the current course of events.

In this book, a mix of leading historians and political scientists examines the foreign policy of contemporary
Russia over four centuries of history. The authors explain the impact of empire and its loss, the interweaving
of domestic and foreign impulses, long-standing approaches to national security, and the effect of
globalization over time.

Contributors focus on the underlying patterns that have marked Russian foreign policy and that persist today.
These patterns are driven by the country's political makeup, geographical circumstances, economic strivings,
unsettled position in the larger international setting, and, above all, its tortured effort to resolve issues of
national identity. The argument here is not that the Russia of Putin and his successors must remain trapped
by these historical patterns but that history allows for an assessment of how much or how little has changed
in Russia's approach to the outside world and creates a foundation for identifying what must change if Russia
is to evolve.

A truly unique collection, this volume utilizes history to shed crucial light on Russia's complex, occasionally
inscrutable relationship with the world. In so doing, it raises the broader issue of the relationship of history to
the study of contemporary foreign policy and how these two enterprises might be better joined.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Elder:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that you
can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Russian Foreign Policy in the Twenty-first Century and the
Shadow of the Past (Studies of the Harriman Institute, Columbia University) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Douglas Wyss:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Russian Foreign Policy in the Twenty-first Century and the Shadow of the Past
(Studies of the Harriman Institute, Columbia University) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

James Melendez:

Exactly why? Because this Russian Foreign Policy in the Twenty-first Century and the Shadow of the Past
(Studies of the Harriman Institute, Columbia University) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Mario Davis:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Russian Foreign Policy in the Twenty-
first Century and the Shadow of the Past (Studies of the Harriman Institute, Columbia University) is simple
to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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