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Philip L. Simpson provides an original and broad overview of the evolving serial killer genre in the two
media most responsible for its popularity: literature and cinema of the 1980s and 1990s.

            

The fictional serial killer, with a motiveless, highly individualized modus operandi, is the latest manifestation
of the multiple murderers and homicidal maniacs that haunt American literature and, particularly, visual
media such as cinema and television.  Simpson theorizes that the serial killer genre results from a
combination of earlier genre depictions of multiple murderers, inherited Gothic storytelling conventions, and
threatening folkloric figures reworked over the years into a contemporary mythology of violence. Updated
and repackaged for mass consumption, the Gothic villains, the monsters, the vampires, and the werewolves
of the past have evolved into the fictional serial killer, who clearly reflects American cultural anxieties at the
start of the twenty-first century.

Citing numerous sources, Simpson argues that serial killers’ recent popularity as genre monsters owes much
to their pliability to any number of authorial ideological agendas from both the left and the right ends of the
political spectrum.  Serial killers in fiction are a kind of debased and traumatized visionary, whose murders
privately and publicly re-empower them with a pseudo-divine aura in the contemporary political moment.
The current fascination with serial killer narratives can thus be explained as the latest manifestation of the
ongoing human fascination with tales of gruesome murders and mythic villains finding a receptive audience
in a nation galvanized by the increasingly apocalyptic tension between the extremist philosophies of both the
New Right and the anti-New Right. 

            

Faced with a blizzard of works of varying quality dealing with the serial killer, Simpson has ruled out the
catalog approach in this study in favor of in-depth an analysis of the best American work in the genre. He has
chosen novels and films that have at least some degree of public name-recognition or notoriety, including
Red Dragon and The Silence of the Lambs by Thomas Harris, Manhunter directed by Michael Mann, Henry: 
Portrait of a Serial Killer directed by John McNaughton, Seven directed by David Fincher, Natural Born
Killers directed by Oliver Stone, Zombie by Joyce Carol Oates, and American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis. 
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From reader reviews:

Philip Raber:

The guide with title Psycho Paths: Tracking the Serial Killer Through Contemporary American Film and
Fiction has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Richard Burnett:

Psycho Paths: Tracking the Serial Killer Through Contemporary American Film and Fiction can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Psycho Paths: Tracking the Serial Killer Through Contemporary American Film and
Fiction although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage
of crucial pondering.

Beth Johnson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Psycho Paths: Tracking the Serial Killer Through Contemporary American Film and Fiction which is finding
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Paula Lauria:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Psycho Paths: Tracking the Serial Killer Through
Contemporary American Film and Fiction can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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