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Most readers think that superheroes began with Superman’s appearance in Action Comics No. 1, but that
Kryptonian rocket didn’t just drop out of the sky. By the time Superman’s creators were born, the
superhero’s most defining elements—secret identities, aliases, disguises, signature symbols, traumatic origin
stories, extraordinary powers, self-sacrificing altruism—were already well-rehearsed standards. Superheroes
have a sprawling, action-packed history that predates the Man of Steel by decades and even centuries. On the
Origin of Superheroes is a quirky, personal tour of the mythology, literature, philosophy, history, and grand
swirl of ideas that have permeated western culture in the centuries leading up to the first appearance of
superheroes (as we know them today) in 1938.

From the creation of the universe, through mythological heroes and gods, to folklore, ancient philosophy,
revolutionary manifestos, discarded scientific theories, and gothic monsters, the sweep and scale of the
superhero’s origin story is truly epic. We will travel from Jane Austen’s Bath to Edgar Rice Burroughs’s
Mars to Owen Wister’s Wyoming, with some surprising stops along the way. We’ll meet mad scientists,
Napoleonic dictators, costumed murderers, diabolical madmen, blackmailers, pirates, Wild West outlaws,
eugenicists, the KKK, Victorian do-gooders, detectives, aliens, vampires, and pulp vigilantes (to name just a
few). Chris Gavaler is your tour guide through this fascinating, sometimes dark, often funny, but always
surprising prehistory of the most popular figure in pop culture today. In a way, superheroes have always been
with us: they are a fossil record of our greatest aspirations and our worst fears and failings.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this On the Origin of Superheroes:
From the Big Bang to Action Comics No. 1 to read.

Margie Turner:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this On the Origin of Superheroes: From the Big
Bang to Action Comics No. 1 book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Melissa Sands:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be learn. On the Origin of Superheroes: From the Big Bang to Action Comics No. 1 can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Barbara Watson:

The book untitled On the Origin of Superheroes: From the Big Bang to Action Comics No. 1 contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous
author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have
a nice examine.
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