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The origins of Islam have been the subject of increasing controversy in recent years. The traditional view,
which presents Islam as a self-consciously distinct religion tied to the life and revelations of the prophet
Muhammad in western Arabia, has since the 1970s been challenged by historians engaged in critical study of
the Muslim sources.

In Muhammad and the Believers, the eminent historian Fred Donner offers a lucid and original vision of how
Islam first evolved. He argues that the origins of Islam lie in what we may call the "Believers' movement"
begun by the prophet Muhammad?a movement of religious reform emphasizing strict monotheism and
righteous behavior in conformity with God's revealed law. The Believers' movement thus included righteous
Christians and Jews in its early years, because like the Qur'anic Believers, Christians and Jews were
monotheists and agreed to live righteously in obedience to their revealed law. The conviction that Muslims
constituted a separate religious community, utterly distinct from Christians and Jews, emerged a century
later, when the leaders of the Believers' movement decided that only those who saw the Qur'an as the final
revelation of the One God and Muhammad as the final prophet, qualified as Believers. This separated them
decisively from monotheists who adhered to the Gospels or Torah.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Gray:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Amanda Haskin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Muhammad and the Believers:
At the Origins of Islam. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Lucinda Smith:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of
Islam seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information.
It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam
is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Muhammad
and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Janet Baltimore:

The actual book Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam has a lot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.
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