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If America is a nation founded upon Enlightenment ideals, then why are so many of its most celebrated
pieces of literature so dark? American Terror returns to the question of American literature's distinctive tone
of terror through a close study of three authors—Jonathan Edwards, Edgar Allan Poe, and Herman
Melville—who not only wrote works of terror, but who defended, theorized, and championed it. Combining
updated historical perspectives with close reading, Paul Hurh shows how these authors developed terror as a
special literary affect informed by the way the concept of thinking becomes, in the wake of Enlightenment
empiricism, increasingly defined by a set of austere mechanic processes, such as the scientific method and
the algebraic functions of analytical logic. Rather than trying to find a feeling that would transcend thinking
by subtending reason to emotion, these writers found in terror the feeling of thinking, the peculiar feeling of
reason's authority over emotional schemes. In so doing, they grappled with a shared set of enduring
questions: What is the difference between thinking and feeling? When we know something, how do we know
that we know it? Why does it seem impossible to reason oneself out of an irrational fear? And what becomes
of the freedom of the will when we discover that affects can push it around?
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

This book untitled American Terror: The Feeling of Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your
list.

Mable Garza:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that
is look different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book American Terror: The Feeling of Thinking in
Edwards, Poe, and Melville it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book provides high quality.

Morris Sampson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular American Terror: The Feeling of
Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to
have American Terror: The Feeling of Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville.

Jimmy Dolce:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book American Terror: The Feeling of
Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book American Terror: The Feeling of
Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and



confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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