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“The deluge released by the dam’s collapse carried more than 12,000 cubic meters of debris-filled water each
second. Flow rates in the Mississippi River typically vary between 7,000 and 20,000 cubic meters per
second." – Sid Perkins, Science News, Vol.176

In 2005, the world watched in horror as Hurricane Katrina decimated New Orleans, and the calamity seemed
all the worse because many felt that technology had advanced far enough to prevent such tragedies, whether
through advanced warning or engineering. However, the failure of human engineering like that seen in New
Orleans was nothing new, and it had previously had even deadlier consequences in Johnstown, Pennsylvania.

Although floods rarely get as much coverage as other kinds of natural disasters like volcanic explosions, the
Johnstown Flood of 1889 has remained an exception due to the sheer destruction and magnitude of the
disaster. On May 31, 1889, Johnstown became a casualty of a combination of heavy rains and the failure of
the South Fork Dam to stem the rising water levels of Lake Conemaugh about 15 miles away. The dam’s
inability to contain the water and its subsequent collapse resulted in a catastrophic flood that swept through
the town with virtually no warning. With water flowing at a rate equivalent to the Mississippi River, a tide of
water and debris 60 feet high and traveling 40 miles per hour in some places surged through Johnstown and
swept away people and property alike. The flood ultimately resulted in the deaths of over 2,000 people and
destroyed thousands of buildings, wreaking damages estimated to be the equivalent of nearly half a billion
dollars today.

In 1889, the Johnstown Flood was the deadliest natural disaster in American history, and though it was later
surpassed by other events, the unprecedented nature of the flood led to relief efforts never before seen,
including by the Red Cross. The Johnstown Flood also led to a change in laws as people tried and failed to
recoup damages caused by the collapse of the dam and the subsequent flood.

The Johnstown Flood of 1889 chronicles the story America’s deadliest natural disaster during the 19th
century. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Johnstown
Flood like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can
do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this particular The Johnstown Flood of 1889: The Story of the Deadliest
Flood in American History to read.

Heather Snyder:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The
Johnstown Flood of 1889: The Story of the Deadliest Flood in American History book as beginner and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Leesa Banta:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That The Johnstown Flood of 1889: The Story of the
Deadliest Flood in American History can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one
book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have
The Johnstown Flood of 1889: The Story of the Deadliest Flood in American History.

John Lyons:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
The Johnstown Flood of 1889: The Story of the Deadliest Flood in American History. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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