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In the United States, the notion of racial "passing" is usually associated with blacks and other minorities who
seek to present themselves as part of the white majority. Yet as Baz Dreisinger demonstrates in this
fascinating study, another form of this phenomenon also occurs, if less frequently, in American culture: cases
in which legally white individuals are imagined, by themselves or by others, as passing for black.

In Near Black, Dreisinger explores the oft-ignored history of what she calls "reverse racial passing" by
looking at a broad spectrum of short stories, novels, films, autobiographies, and pop-culture discourse that
depict whites passing for black. The protagonists of these narratives, she shows, span centuries and cross
contexts, from slavery to civil rights, jazz to rock to hip-hop. Tracing their role from the 1830s to the present
day, Dreisinger argues that central to the enterprise of reverse passing are ideas about proximity. Because
"blackness," so to speak, is imagined as transmittable, proximity to blackness is invested with the power to
turn whites black: those who are literally "near black" become metaphorically "near black."

While this concept first arose during Reconstruction in the context of white anxieties about miscegenation, it
was revised by later white passers for whom proximity to blackness became an authenticating badge. As
Dreisinger shows, some white-to-black passers pass via self-identification. Jazz musician Mezz Mezzrow,
for example, claimed that living among blacks and playing jazz had literally darkened his skin. Others are
taken for black by a given community for a period of time. This was the experience of Jewish critic Waldo
Frank during his travels with Jean Toomer, as well as that of disc jockey Hoss Allen, master of R&B slang at
Nashville's famed WLAC radio. For journalists John Howard Griffin and Grace Halsell, passing was a
deliberate and fleeting experiment, while for Mark Twain's fictional white slave in Pudd'nhead Wilson, it is a
near-permanent and accidental occurrence.

Whether understood as a function of proximity or behavior, skin color or cultural heritage, self-definition or
the perception of others, what all these variants of "reverse passing" demonstrate, according to Dreisinger, is
that the lines defining racial identity in American culture are not only blurred but subject to change.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Wiggins:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Near Black: White-to-Black Passing in American
Culture. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important any book Near Black: White-to-Black Passing in American Culture. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sheila Davis:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This Near Black: White-to-Black Passing in American Culture can
give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Near Black: White-to-Black
Passing in American Culture.

Steven Strong:

You may get this Near Black: White-to-Black Passing in American Culture by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

Daniel Martin:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Near Black: White-to-Black Passing in American Culture we can acquire more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Near Black:
White-to-Black Passing in American Culture. You can more appealing than now.
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