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Throughout the twentieth century and since, critics have predominantly offered a negative evaluation of John
Donne's Metempsychosis. In contrast, drawing on and contributing to recent scholarly work on the history of
the body and on sexuality in the medieval and early modern periods, Siobhan Collins here situates
Metempsychosis as a ludic text alert to and imbricated with the Elizabethan fascination with the processes
and properties of transformation. This study places the poem's somatic representations of plants, beasts and
humans within the context of early modern natural philosophy and medical, political and religious discourses
of the period. It offers a far-reaching exploration of how Metempsychosis articulates philosophical inquiries
that are central to early modern notions of self-identity and moral accountability, such as: the human capacity
for autonomy; the place of the human in the 'great chain of being'; the relationship between cognition and
embodiment, memory and selfhood; and the concept of wonder as a distinctly human phenomenon.Donne's
Metempsychosis stages the oft-violent processes of change involved not just in the author's personal life but
also in the intellectual, religious and political environment of his time. Collins re-evaluates Metempsychosis
as a high point of Donne's poetic canon, using this genre-defying verse as a springboard to contribute
significantly to our understanding of early modern concerns over the nature and borders of human identity
and the notion of selfhood as mutable and in process. She contests the pervasive view that the work is
incomplete, and illustrates how Metempsychosis is thematically linked with Donne's other work through its
concern with the relationship between body and soul, and with transformation.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Bodies, Politics and Transformations:
John Donne's Metempsychosis (Literary and Scientific Cultures of Early Modernity). All type of book would
you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Paul Gay:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this Bodies, Politics and Transformations: John Donne's Metempsychosis (Literary and Scientific
Cultures of Early Modernity).

Joel Faulkner:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually Bodies, Politics and Transformations: John Donne's
Metempsychosis (Literary and Scientific Cultures of Early Modernity). This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.

Deanna Reed:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Bodies, Politics and Transformations: John Donne's Metempsychosis (Literary and Scientific
Cultures of Early Modernity) when you essential it?
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